THE CHALLENGE OP FACTS               89
formerly viewed. It used to be believed that the
parent had unlimited claims on the child and rights over
him. In a truer view of the matter, we are coming to
see that the rights are on the side of the child and the
duties on the side of the parent. Existence is not a
boon for which the child owes all subjection to the
parent. It is a responsibility assumed by the parent
towards the child without the child's consent, and the
consequence of it is that the parent owes all possible
devotion to the child to enable him to make his existence
happy and successful.
The value and importance of the family sentiments,
from a social point of view, cannot be exaggerated.
They impose self-control and prudence in their most
important social bearings, and tend more than any
other forces to hold the individual up to the virtues
which make the sound man and the valuable member
of society. The race is bound, from generation to
generation, in an unbroken chain of vice and penalty,
virtue and reward. The sins of the fathers are visited
upon the children, while, on the other hand, health,
vigor, talent, genius, and skill are, so far as we can
discover, the results of high physical vigor and wise
early training. The popular language bears witness
to the universal observation of these facts, although
general social and political dogmas have come into
fashion which contradict or ignore them. There is no
other such punishment for a life of vice and self-indul-
gence as to see children grow up cursed with the penalties
of it,^and no such reward for self-denial and virtue as
to see children born and grow up vigorous in mind and
body. It is time that the true import of these observa-
tions for moral and educational purposes was developed,
and it may well be questioned whether we do not go